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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-5, 1, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, and 30-31 
have been considered. 

Claim Objections 

2. The claim objections have been withdrawn based on the filed 
amendment. It is noted that Applicant stated in this response 
that claims 1 and 7 were amended to change ''with using'' to 
''using" however, it was changed to "with". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 15, 17, 19, and 21 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: Claim 15: the prior art does not 
reasonably teach the changing of a file name when the names of 
logical drives do not match, as required by claim 15. Claim 17: 
the prior art fails to reasonably teach the preventing of 
writing a file name in a management table when the names of 
logical drives don't coincide. Claim 19: the prior art does not 
reasonably teach when the two drive names disagree the filtering 
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means is validated. Claim 21: this claim depends directly from 
claim 19 and is allowable, for at least the same reasons. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, 
published under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1-2 and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by England et al. (US 6327652). 

As per claims 1, 30, 31 and 32, England et al. discloses a 
storage medium for storing contents (see column 16 lines 50-52); 
application executing means for activating an application so 
that the application accesses the contents stored in the storage 
medium and effects a processing on the contents (see column 16 
lines 52-55) ; access monitoring means for monitoring the status 
of access of the application to the contents by associating 
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inherent information for the application brought into an 
activated status by the application execution means, with 
inherent information for the contents accessed by the 
application (see column 16 lines 50-67); filtering means for 
enciphering the contents with using the inherent information for 
the application when the application under the activated status 
writes the contents into the storage medium while deciphering 
the contents with the inherent information for the application 
when the application under the activated status reads out the 
contents in the storage medium (see column 16 lines 50-67 and 
column 17 lines 16-31) . 

As per claim 2, England et al. discloses an operating 
system as software for controlling the execution of the 
application (see column 16 lines 50-55) ; the operating system 
assigns identification information to each process upon 
executing the application by the application executing means, 
and the access monitoring means utilizes the identification 
information as the inherent information for the application (see 
column 17 lines 16-31) . 



Cla±m Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 

forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



7. Claims 3 and 4 is rejected under 35 U-S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over" England et al. in view of Mahne (US 6981141). 

As per claim 3, England et al. fails to disclose the access 
monitoring means registers the inherent information for the 
application and the inherent information for the contents in a 
management table so that the inherent' information for the 
application and the inherent information for the contents are 
associated with each other, and the access monitoring means 
monitors the status of access with the assistance of the 
management table. 

However, Mahne teaches such registering (see column 8 line 
17 through column 9 line 67) . 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to include the registering 
in the England et al . system. 
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Motivation to do so would have been to locate the 
information on the server (see Mahne column 9 lines 1-67) . 

As per claim 4, the modified England et al. and Mahne 
system appears to be silent as to deleting information in the 
table. Examiner takes official notice that it is known to 
delete information in a table for a number of reasons, including 
saving space and resources. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was filed 
to delete table information in the England et al. system for at 
least the reason that doing so frees up space. 
8, Claims 5, 1, 9, 11, 13, 23, and 25 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the modified England et 
al. and Mahne system in view of Elrod (Elrod, Elliot. 
''Partitioning Your Hard Drive". Beyond the Basics. September 
2000. Pages 1-6) . 

. As per claims 5, 23, and 25, the modified England et al. 
and Mahne system fails to discloses the specific use of a 
logical drive. 

However, Elrod teaches at least one piece of logical drive 
is built in the storage medium and the contents is reserved in 
the logical drive (Elrod: pages 3-4); a file system for managing 
the logical drive is built in each of the logical drive (Elrod: 
pages 3-4); at least one file system is arranged to serve as an 
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encryption file system which has a cryptographic attribute 
determined for each file or folder containing the contents, 
enciphers the contents at each file or folder upon storing the 
contents in the storage medium (Elrod: pages 3-4) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was filed to combine the ideas of 
Elrod with those of England et al. because doing so makes the 
system more robust and secure, and even provides opportunities 
to better divide and separate data and improve data recovery 
options . 

As per claims 7, 11, and 13, " the modified England et al.- 
and Elrod system discloses when the application reads out the 
contents stored in the logical drive managed by the encryption 
file system, the access monitoring means registers a file name 
of the file containing the contents read out by the application 
in the management table as the inherent information for the 
contents (see Mahne column 8 line 17 through column 9 line 67 
and England et al. column 18 line 35 through column 19 line 49). 

As per claim 9, the' modified England et al., Mahne, and 
Elrod system fails to disclose when the application reads the 
contents stored in the logical drive managed by the encryption 
file system, the access monitoring means registers a drive name 
of the logical drive containing the contents read out by the 
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application in the management table as the inherent information 
for the contents. 

Examiner takes official notice that it is known in the art 
to use a drive name to identify data. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was filed to use a drive name to identify data because 
a drive name is inherent information associated with, and used 
to identify, a storage location of contents. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Pyzocha whose telephone number is (571) 272-3875. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm first Fridays of the 
bi-week off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be 
reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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